
 

 

July 17, 2025 

The Honorable Katie Britt 

United States Senate 

416 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Bill Cassidy, M.D. 

Chair 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 

United States Senate 

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable Clay Higgins 

United States House of Representatives 

424 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Senator Britt, Senator Cassidy, and Congressman Higgins: 

On behalf of the membership of the American Pipeline Contractors Association, thank you for 

your strong support for policies promoting fair and open competition on taxpayer-funded 

construction projects. 

We appreciate you leading the July 1 letters1 to the White House––signed by 21 U.S. Senate 

and 95 U.S. House colleagues, respectively––and the recent press releases2 drawing attention 

to this matter of importance to voters in Alabama, Louisiana, and across the nation. 

 
1 https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/pdf/leg/Final_Senate_Letter_to_President_Trump_-
_Rescind_the_Biden_PLA_Rule.pdf and 
https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/pdf/leg/Final_Congressional_Letter_to_President_Trump_-
_Rescind_the_Biden_PLA_Mandate.pdf 
2 https://www.britt.senate.gov/news/press-releases/u-s-senator-katie-britt-leads-republican-colleagues-in-letter-to-president-
trump-calling-for-end-of-government-mandated-project-labor-agreements/ and 
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chair-cassidy-britt-lead-senate-republicans-calling-for-end-to-bidens-project-
labor-agreements 
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Building broad opposition against the unfortunate continuation3 of the Biden administration’s 

policies pushing government-mandated project labor agreements on federal construction 

projects is important for the future of the construction industry and America. 

APCA represents merit shop construction firms, manufacturers, and suppliers who build and 

maintain interstate pipeline systems. Every day, APCA members provide the manpower to 

build the infrastructure needed to deliver critical energy across the country.  

America’s economy and energy dominance cannot be successful without contributions from all 

qualified pipeline contractors and their skilled employees, regardless of whether they choose to 

affiliate with unions as a condition of building taxpayer-funded construction projects. 

APCA is concerned that without strong opposition to anti-competitive and inflationary 

government-mandated PLAs from leaders like you and our industry stakeholders, the Trump 

administration and other policymakers may attempt to expand a pro-PLA posture to federally 

assisted projects and energy and pipeline construction projects. This would undermine positive 

steps by the Trump administration taken earlier this year eliminating Biden policies pushing 

government-mandated PLAs on federally assisted projects via federal agency government 

grant programs.4 

For these reasons, APCA supports the Fair and Open Competition Act (H.R. 2126/S.1064), 

introduced by Rep. Higgins and Sen. Todd Young, R-Ind., that would prohibit controversial 

government PLA mandates and preferences on federal and federally assisted projects. 

Thank you for standing up for free enterprise and merit-based employment policies. APCA 

looks forward to working with you to support our industry’s workforce and help all contractors 

deliver quality energy pipeline infrastructure to America. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kevin LaBauve 

Sr. Vice President, WHC Energy Services 

Broussard, Louisiana 

2025 President 

American Pipeline Contractors Association 

 
3 See OMB M-25-29 Memorandum To The Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, issued by OMB Director Russ 
Vought, June 12, 2025. 
4 President Trump’s March 14, 2025, EO 14236, Additional Rescissions of Harmful Executive Orders and Actions, revoked 19 
Biden administration EOs and actions, including Executive Order 14126, Investing in America and Investing in American 
Workers, signed Sept. 6, 2024. 

 
Roy Weaver 

President & CEO, Weaver, LLC 

Bessemer, Alabama 

2024 President 

American Pipeline Contractors Association 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-29-Use-of-Project-Labor-Agreements-on-Federal-Construction-Projects-Amendments-to-OMB-Memorandum-M-24-06.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2025%2F03%2F20%2F2025-04866%2Fadditional-rescissions-of-harmful-executive-orders-and-actions&data=05%7C02%7CAustin%40abc.org%7Ce591ce4ed7854a0e5c1008dd6c626204%7C7860ff22b2264446a50cc64f1b523ec0%7C0%7C0%7C638785891998627921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z9osY%2FlrPcRAeK5wMhRkUsw43atF%2FolGR%2B9zVEDAMwM%3D&reserved=0
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