
September 15, 2025 

The Honorable Sam Graves
Chairman 
Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Daniel Webster
Chair
Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous 
Materials Subcommittee
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Rick Larsen
Ranking Member
Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dina Titus
Ranking Member
Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous 
Materials Subcommittee
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Graves, Ranking Member Larsen, Subcommittee Chair Webster, and 
Subcommittee Ranking Member Titus:

On behalf of the American Pipeline Contractors Association (APCA), thank you for introducing 
the Promoting Innovation in Pipeline Efficiency and Safety (PIPES) Act of 2025 (H.R. 5301).1

1 https://transportation.house.gov/uploadedfiles/pipes_act_of_2025.pdf?utm_campaign=198440-345

https://transportation.house.gov/uploadedfiles/pipes_act_of_2025.pdf?utm_campaign=198440-345


APCA represents merit-shop construction firms and craft professionals, manufacturers, and 
suppliers who build and maintain America’s interstate natural gas, oil, and hydrogen pipeline 
systems. Safety has been a core principle of APCA since its founding in 1971. APCA contractor 
members protect their employees and community as they build the infrastructure needed to 
deliver critical energy across the country. 

In the face of increased pipeline construction and maintenance as a result of unprecedented 
demand for American energy, an updated and clear policy framework to advance the safety of 
pipeline infrastructure across the United States is needed. 

The PIPES Act of 2025 will strengthen the safety of existing pipelines, help prevent damage to 
key infrastructure, and improve excavation safety. 

Specifically, APCA supports Section 18 of the PIPES Act of 2025 concerning Excavation 
Damage Prevention, which will strengthen damage prevention laws by encouraging and 
endorsing state implementation of best practices long advocated for by the excavation 
community to protect critical buried utilities and pipelines. Accidental third-party utility strikes––
including underground pipelines––cost the U.S. economy at least $30 billion annually,2 
threaten America’s energy infrastructure, disrupt local businesses and communities, and pose 
a serious safety threat to the environment and the public. The bill's damage prevention and 
excavation safety language largely aligns with the recommendations made by the 
Infrastructure Protection Coalition’s 2022 damage prevention study, 811 Emergency.3

With more than 20 million miles of pipelines crossing the U.S., preventing excavation damage 
remains essential to protecting our communities, workforce, and infrastructure.

APCA thanks the committee and subcommittee’s leadership for their efforts to reauthorize the 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration’s pipeline safety programs for the next 
four years. Passing this pipeline safety legislation into law will protect pipeline infrastructure, 
the public and pipeline builders and their skilled workforce. APCA looks forward to working with 
you and advocating for the swift passage of the PIPES Act of 2025.

Sincerely,

Kevin LaBauve
American Pipeline Contractors Association President
WHC Energy Services

2 Data from the Common Ground Alliance, a non-profit organization leading efforts to reduce damages to underground utilities 
in North America through shared responsibility among all stakeholders. Visit www.commongroundalliance.com, APCA is a 
member of CGA and the related Damage Prevention Action Center: https://damagepreventionactioncenter.com/
3 https://www.ipcweb.org/images/reports/US-RPT.pdf. APCA is a founding member of the Infrastructure Protection Coalition.
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